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 التعريف والهدف .１

وهي تهدف   .فرادلأل الحركة(( رالحركة الدولية للصليب الأحمر والهلال الأحمتمنحها  أرفع جائزة دونان  هنريميدالية إن 

لكونها  ومكافأتها  ن أعضاء الصليب الأحمر والهلال الأحمرعضو ملأيّ  والأعمال المتفانية المتميزة خدماتالب  إلى الاقرار

وإن اختيار الحائزين على هذه  .  غالباً ما تكتسي أهمية دولية لرسالة الصليب الأحمر والهلال الأحمرو  ،تعكس تفانيا كبيرا

 . ١٩٨١تنقيحه عام  وتمّ  ١٩٦٥المؤتمر الدولي عام  هي اعتمدذال نظامالند الى تيس الجائزة

 

للسلام والإنسانية هدف  تو إلى تكريم الجمعيات الوطنية للصليب الأحمر والهلال  جائزة الصليب الأحمر والهلال الأحمر 

ل  مثلل  الإنساني والترويج  عملهم  في عالم أكثر سلمًا من خلال  الفعالةبمساهمتهم    بالإقرار  وذلكالأحمر أو أفراد في الحركة  

ي  تال   ترشاداالإإلى    تنديس  يها الحائزين عل  ، وإن اختيار١٩٨٧الجائزة عام    هذه  قد أنشأ مجلس المندوبينو كة.لحرل   العليا 

 .في وقت لاحق اللجنة الدائمة تها اعتمد

 

ميدالية هنري دونان وجائزة الصليب الأحمر منح  اللجنة الدائمة( مهمة  (وتعهد للجنة الدائمة للصليب الأحمر والهلال الأحمر  

 .  نظمةا بما يتماشى والأمعليه ئزينواختيار الحا  والإنسانيةوالهلال الأحمر للسلام 

 

لميدالية هنري دونان ولجائزة الصليب الأحمر والهلال الأحمر ويجوز ترشيح أي عضو في الصليب الأحمر والهلال الأحمر  

عند النظر و .  رشاداتالإ أن يستوفي الشروط المنصوص عليها في    شريطةعلى أساس إنجازاته الإنسانية،   للسلام والإنسانية

على أساس )الجنس أو العمر أو اللغة أو المعتقدات السياسية سواء كان  التمييز  لأي نوع من    مجاللا  في أهلية المرشحين،  

خلال عملية اللجنة الدائمة  وإن    .، وما إلى ذلك(ةأو الصح والدينية والفلسفية أو الأصول القومية أو العرقية أو الاجتماعية  

  .ايير النزاهة والأخلاقأعلى معضمان بتعزيز التنوع والشمول ووعند انتقاء الحائزين على الجائزتين تلتزم الترشيح 

 

واتمام  توضيح    وهي تهدف الى.  ٢٠٢٠ديسمبر  / كانون الأول    ٩اللجنة الدائمة في    اعتمدتها قد  وعامة    الارشاداتهذه  وإن  

والمراجعة واتخاذ القرار    ن وعملية الترشيح نفسها ولمرشح ا  أن يتحلى بها   الأهلية والصفات المرغوب  حول  نظمةأحكام الأ

 .2وحفل توزيع الجوائز  الحائزين على الجائزتينبشأن 

 

 الأهلية .٢

وذلك تقديرًا لعملهم   ،أفراد يكونون أعضاء حاليين أو سابقين في أحد مكونات الحركة تمُنح ميدالية هنري دونان فقط الى

    .ها في

بها أو بشكل    إما بشكل جماعي لجمعية وطنية معترف  فتمُنح    للسلام والإنسانيةجائزة الصليب الأحمر والهلال الأحمر  أما  و

 .يها وذلك تقديراً لعملهم ف الحركة فردي لأعضاء في أحد مكونات

الصليب الأحمر والهلال الأحمر هم أفراد يشغ  ون مناصب تكون إما طوعية أو مدفوعة الأجر في أحد لوإن "أعضاء" 

متوفون(،    أومتقاعدون    أو)نهاية العقد / العضوية  في مناصبهم أو قد أنهوا خدمتهم    يكونون لا زالوا. وقد  ةمكونات الحرك

 

 ١٩٩٨التي اعتمدتها اللجنة الدائمة في  والمحدثة المعايير السابقة لمنح ميدالية هنري دونان رشاداتالاهذه  ضمّ ت 2
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الاستثنائية تكريمًا لإنجازاتهم   جائزة الصليب الأحمر والهلال الأحمر للسلام والإنسانية  أو ميدالية هنري دونان  منحتُ   على أن

 .داخلها  مركزهمل أكثر منهفي الحركة 

 

منصباً قيادياً   لجائزة الصليب الأحمر والهلال الأحمر للسلام والإنسانية لفرد لا يزال يشغوميدالية هنري دونان  ح  تمُنقد  و

مما يؤدي إلى  ةالجائز قد تؤخذ من منفعة أي لصالح هذا الفرد أو فعلي أو محسوس قد يمارس تأثير منضمان أنه ما بشرط 

الجائزتين   على وجه الخصوص، لا يجوز منح كل من. وأو خارجها   الحركة  سواء داخل  مشروعغير    استغلالاً استغلالها  

 .لها منصب قيادي آخر داخلأو في الحركة  لمنصب رفيع المستوىنفسه في العام  اً مرشح يكون لفرد  المذكورتين

 

أو في الاتحاد  (ICRC) في اللجنة الدولية للصليب الأحمر  في الحكم أو في الإدارةمنصبا    لفرد يشغ  ولا يجوز ترشيح أيّ 

جائزة لأو    ميدالية هنري دونانلأو أي عضو في اللجنة الدائمة   (IFRC) الدولي لجمعيات الصليب الأحمر والهلال الأحمر

 . عملهم يمارسون ونلا يزال حين الصليب الأحمر والهلال الأحمر للسلام والإنسانية

 

في أنشطة خارج الحركة   قد انخرط  الهلال الأحمر  وألعضو في الصليب الأحمر   الجائزتين المذكورتين  إحدى لا يجوز منحو

 .الذين يشكلان أحد المبادئ الأساسية للحياد والاستقلال تعتبر مخالفة

 

والهلال الأحمر أو  لاتحاد الدولي لجمعيات الصليب الأحمرللجمعيات الوطنية أو للجنة الدولية للصليب الأحمر أو ل مكنوي 

جائزة الصليب الأحمر والهلال الأحمر لأما الترشيحات    لميدالية هنري دونان.حد أعضاء اللجنة الدائمة تقديم ترشيحات  لأ

 فيمكن أن تتقدم بها الجمعيات الوطنية أو عضو في اللجنة الدائمة. للسلام والإنسانية

 

 المرشحين جدارة معايير تقييم .٣

مكافأة  إلى    هدفان أولا وقبل كل شيء، ت  للسلام والإنسانية  جائزة الصليب الأحمر والهلال الأحمرميدالية هنري دونان و  إن

الهلال الأحمر التي تكتسي قيمة نموذجية وملهمة للحركة  ومثل العليا للصليب الأحمر  لل  الكبير  تفانيال بارزة والنجازات  الإ

 . ( وعلى نطاق أوسع)  ككلّ 

 

 معايير منح ميدالية هنري دونان ٣.١

  :قد تشملهي و بخاصة، ةأهمية دولي ذات المتميزة أفعالهو هخدماتفرد على  لمكافأة ميدالية هنري دونان منحت 

 

تطوير  من أجل  ووحدتها وتأثيرها؛  و / أو هيئاتها الإدارية  تماسك الحركة    ة من أجلفي العمليات الدولي  بارزةمساهمات   •

لصليب الأحمر / الهلال ل  المثل العليا و  الإرث؛ أو الحفاظ على  وتعزيزهما   القانون والسياسة الدوليين في المجال الإنساني

 الأحمر على الصعيد الدولي؛ 

مصدر إلهام و / أو تأثير   شكلت إنجازات استثنائية و / أو رائدة في المجال الإنساني على المستوى الوطني أو المحلي والتي     •

 .داخل الحركة أو عززت التواصل الدولي من قبل الصليب الأحمر / الهلال الأحمر
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في وجه أحد المخاطر أو في ظلّ ظروف صعبة تشكل تهديدا  لميدالية هنري دونان    ما   مرشح أو مرشحةومثابرة    إن بسالةو

 . الانجازاتابع الاستثنائي لهذه ط ال يعزز ،الحريةأو  الصحةأو  لحياةل

 

 معايير منح جائزة الصليب الأحمر والهلال الأحمر للسلام والإنسانية٣.٢

الإنسانية طريق  "،    "Per Humanitatem ad Pacem"3شعار الحركة  تعكسمساهمات بارزة   لمكافأة  هذه الجائزة  منحت 

ذات النطاق الدولي   -هذه المساهمات  ميزّتو .عالم أكثر سلامًا من خلال العمل الإنساني والترويج لمُثلُ الحركةأي  ،"السلام

  التصديأو جمعية وطنية من أجل صون السلام وتعزيزه، وما  والعملية التي بذلها فرد    الدؤوبةالجهود    –أو الوطني أو المحلي  

الإرشادات الأساسية لإسهام  "و   4 "ببرنامج عمل الصليب الأحمر كعامل سلم"  والتي تستلهملقوى التي تنتهكه أو تهدده،  ل

 .(٢و  ١الملحقين )يرجى الرجوع الى 5" حركة الصليب الأحمر والهلال الأحمر في إحلال سلام فعلي في العالم

 

 منح الجائزتين بعد الوفاة أو بعد سنوات طويلة من الخدمة ٣.٣

كونوا يالحياة لعلى قيد   جائزة الصليب الأحمر والهلال الأحمر للسلام والإنسانية لأفرادمنح ميدالية هنري دونان وت  أن  يفُضّل

 باعتبارهم أمثلة ملهمة للآخرين.  وتكريمهم  المميزتقدير أقرانهم والحركة لعملهم ب على علم

 

،  منذ عهد قريب  لقي حتفهميدالية هنري دونان وجائزة الصليب الأحمر والهلال الأحمر للسلام والإنسانية لفرد قد  ويجوز منح  

وفاة البعد    تمنح  جائزةلترشيح    أيّ   إن. وائزتينمنح الج خلاله    يتم   الذي  انعقاد مجلس المندوبين  من  عامين على الأقلّ أي قبل  

 وفق المعايير الموضحة أعلاه. يتمّ تقييمه

 

أنها ليست وحدها كافية   معالمرتبطة بخدمات المرشحين الفرديين،  هنري دونان ميداليةقيمة تعزز الاعتبارات أدناه إن و

 :بطريقة تلقائية لميداليةالتبرير منح 

تفانيهم الكبير للصليب   دلّ علىوظائف وطنية أو دولية بارزة ت لهم أو خلال شغ  معاونينطول خدمة الأفراد، كمتطوعين أو  •

 تحقيقهم الإنجازات البارزة التي تنُسب إلى المرشحين. لدىالأحمر / الهلال الأحمر، و

الظروف الشاقة التي تعرض حياة المرشحين أو   عكسيمما  جسدي أو نفسي أثناء أدائه واجبه    ضررل  أو تعرضه  فرد  وفاة •

صحتهم أو حريتهم للخطر. وفي مثل هذه الحالات، لا ينبغي أن يكون الدافع وراء الترشيح هو المخاطر الكامنة في العمل 

 ز بها المرشحون لدى مساعدتهم لغيرهم. الإنساني فحسب، بل يجب تسليط الضوء على الشجاعة الاستثنائية التي تميّ

 

بين   يزالتمي  ينبغيو جهة  دونان  من  هنري  والإنسانيةميدالية  للسلام  الأحمر  والهلال  الأحمر  الصليب  الجوائز و  ،وجائزة 

. وإذا لم يكن هذا هو الحال  من جهة أخرى  ،من مكونات الحركة التي تمنح لتكريم أعضائها   والميداليات الأخرى الخاصة بأيّ 

لإثناء ل  تكرمة أخرى  نات الحركة على تخصيص جوائز أو ميداليات أون من مكوّ مكوّ   بالفعل، فإن اللجنة الدائمة تشجع كلّ 

 

 السلام" معرّف في ديباجة النظام الأساسي للحركة  طريقشعار "الإنسانية  3
   ١٩٧٥المؤتمر العالمي للصليب الأحمر حول السلام في بلغراد في   اعتمده 4
 مجلس المندوبين، جزر ألاندـ استكهولم( (المؤتمر العالمي الثاني للصليب الأحمر حول السلام اعتمدها  5
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  أو  ضحوا بذاتهمالذين    الأفرادب  شادة ، بما في ذلك أولئك الذين قضوا فترة طويلة في الخدمة أو للإالأعضاءمساهمة  على  

 . واجباتهم الإنسانية أدائهمأثناء  كبيرجسدي أو نفسي  ضررب أصيبوا

 

 .الترشيحات وأخذ القرارات ٤

 فتح باب الترشيحات وتقديمها  ٤.١

  ولجائزة الصليب الأحمر والهلال الأحمر للسلام والإنسانيةترشيحات لميدالية هنري دونان  التدعو اللجنة الدائمة إلى تقديم  

الأحمر   الصليب  ةجائزوفيما يخصّ      منح الجائزتين.   خلالهيتمّ   الذيشهرا من انعقاد مجلس المندوبين    ١٢الى    ١٠قبل  

 .ة أعوامأربع كلّ  اثنتين أكثر من وز منحيج لا ف ،والهلال الأحمر للسلام والإنسانية

 

وبجائزة الصليب الأحمر والهلال وينبغي تقديم الترشيحات التي تتوافق مع متطلبات الأهلية الخاصة بميدالية هنري دونان  

أعلاه( إلى أمانة اللجنة الدائمة قبل ثمانية أشهر على الأقل من انعقاد  2)يرجى الرجوع الى القسم  الأحمر للسلام والإنسانية

 تقديم هاتين الجائزتين، وذلك ليتاح للجنة الدائمة الوقت الكافي للنظر في الترشيحات.  له خلايتمّ  الذيمجلس المندوبين 

 

دعم من جانب وعلى الترشيحات المقدمة من قبل الجمعيات الوطنية أو اللجنة الدولية للصليب الأحمر أو الاتحاد الدولي أن تُ 

تقديمه من قبل   الرئيس، الجمعية، المديرية(. ولا يقُبل الترشيح إذا تمّ القادة المعنيين والمخولين تمثيل تلك المنظمات )مثل  

 لمرشح. ا حيث يعمل تسلسل الهرميالجزء من هي  الترشيح ، أو إذا كانت السلطة التي تقدمنفسها /المرشح نفسه

 

حاصلين    أيّ اعتراف قد يكونونأيضًا    التي تعكسلمرشحين واتشجع اللجنة الدائمة الترشيحات التي تسلط الضوء على مزايا  و

، بالإضافة  لذاتقديم ترشيحات مشتركة.    للعديد من الكيانات المخولة  يمكن  ،. وبالتاليهما خارج منظمتهم والحركة أو  داخل    عليه

 .(أقصى  كحدّ   إرفاق الشهادات )ست شهاداتيستحسن  استمارة الترشيح،    لدى ملء المطلوبة    إلى المعلومات والوثائق الداعمة

 

 ائزتين على الج  ئزينتنوع المرشحين والحا ٤.٢

وجائزة الصليب على ميدالية هنري دونان    ئزينالحا لدى اختيار  المرشحين و  في صفوفع اللجنة الدائمة التنوع والشمول  تشجّ 

وتضطلع  تسعى إلى تعزيز الطابع العالمي وغير التمييزي لهاتين الجائزتين.  هي  و  .والإنسانيةالأحمر والهلال الأحمر للسلام  

 التنوع والشمول.  ضمانبالاعتبار ضرورة  آخدةبتقديم ترشيحات جديرة  مسؤولية هامةالسلطات المرشحة ب

 

  تفاني الكبير ال  جائزة الصليب الأحمر والهلال الأحمر للسلام والإنسانيةلوميدالية هنري دونان  لوينبغي أن تعكس الترشيحات  

 على وجه الخصوص:  تعزيزن  ين الجائزتيهاتل  نبغييو.  اختلافهم  على  ،الصليب الأحمر والهلال الأحمر  عاونيملو  يمتطوعل

 الجنسين في صفوف المرشحين. متوازن بين التمثيل ال• 

 الأعمار. جميع المناطق الجغرافية ومن من مختلف مرشحينفي صفوف الكبر الأشمول ال• 

هم مجموعة  لشغ لالخ وذلك لصليب الأحمر / الهلال الأحمر  بتحقيق رسالة بمساهمة المرشحين عبر انجازاتهم قرارالا• 

 والعمليات والسياقات القانونية، إلخ. متنوعة من المناصب في القيادة 

 

 على الجائزتين  ئزينلمرشحين والحاا نزاهة ٤.٣
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ي الصليب الأحمر والهلال الأحمر للسلام والإنسانية والحلولميدالية هنري دونان  المرشحون    تحلىيجب أن    ائزون جائزة 

من خلال تفانيهم النموذجي لمثل الصليب الأحمر / الهلال    ذلكنعكس  يأن    وينبغيأعلى معايير النزاهة والأخلاق.  ب  عليهما 

اللجنة الدائمة إيلاء اهتمام  من  و  المرشحة  سلطاتالمن    انتتطلبحركة  المنسوبتين للالجائزتين المرموقتين  هاتين  وان  الأحمر.  

 .ميدالية هنري دونان استرجاعفي ظروف بالغة الخطورة، قد تقرر اللجنة الدائمة و. الشخصية لمرشحيناخاص لنزاهة 

 

قام بها أحد المرشحين   قدومعاقب عليها    معلومة أعمال    أيّ   بصورة خاصة على أن  المرشحةسلطات  الوينبغي أن تحرص  

،  وسمعتهما   وجائزة الصليب الأحمر والهلال الأحمر للسلام والإنسانيةليس من شأنها تقويض صورة ميدالية هنري دونان  

والرشوة   التحييزو  بيةنسووالمحسوبية والم  اباة)المح   فسادبما في ذلك على سبيل المثال لا الحصر جميع أشكال الاحتيال وال

 سوء السلوك الجنسي.وما إلى ذلك( و 

 

والهلال و الأحمر  الصليب  لجمعيات  الدولي  والاتحاد  الأحمر  للصليب  الدولية  اللجنة  مع  التحقق  الدائمة  اللجنة  يجب على 

النظر في الترشيحات وقبل اتخاذ قرارها. ولا    عندالأحمر والجمعيات الوطنية ذات الصلة من سمعة المرشحين ونزاهتهم  

 لمرشحين:  ب الأحمر والهلال الأحمر للسلام والإنسانيةوجائزة الصليأميدالية هنري دونان منح يجوز 

 خارج الحركة في أنشطة تتعارض مع المبادئ الأساسية.  واانخرطقد  •

ون مناصب قيادية في تناقض واضح مع معايير الحكم والسلوك المعتمدة في الحركة، لا سيما تلك التي اعتمدها  ل• يشغ

 . 6نيةالوط اتالخاصة بالنظام الأساسي للجمعي التوجيهاتمجلس المندوبين في 

 في أي انتهاك للقانون الدولي الإنساني أو لمعايير قانون حقوق الإنسان المعترف بها دوليًا.  تورطواقد • 

 من شأنها أن تطال من سمعة الحركة أو مكانتها؛ عقوبة مدنية أصدرت بحقهمبجريمة جنائية أو  واأدين قد •

 :لارتكابهممكون من مكونات الحركة  من قبل أيّ  متمت معاقبتهقد • 

 قواعد السلوك لأي عنصر من عناصر الحركة؛ لانتهاكا  -

 تتعارض مع المبادئ الأساسية السبعة؛ و همأو أخلاق سمات شخصيتهمتعكس   أفعالا -

 ؛ أوينمّ عن فسادأو  ا احتيالي ا سلوك -

 . أو الإساءة أو التمييز أو التحرشالجنسي بالاستغلال  الخاصةلقوانين أو السياسات ل ا انتهاك -

 

وتمتنع اللجنة الدائمة مؤقتاً عن اتخاذ قرار بشأن ترشيح ما إذا كانت إجراءات جنائية أو مدنية أو تأديبية جارية ضدّ 

 المرشح، في انتظار نتيجة تلك الإجراءات. 

 

 الترشيحات  مراجعة. 4.4

 ( على النحو التالي: 4.1الترشيحات المستلمة خلال المواعيد النهائية )يرجى الرجوع الى القسم  تجري مراجعة

 تتلقى أمانة اللجنة الدائمة الطلبات وتتأكد من انها كاملة قبل تسجيلها. •

 
  / في كانون الأول (ومجلس المندوبين اكتوبر   /٢٠١٨للصليب الأحمر والهلال الأحمر في تشرين الأول دها مجلس ادارة الاتحاد الدولي اعتم 6

 في جنيف(  ،ديسمبر
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ممثلين عن   تضمّ   اتلترشيحا  لمراجعة  مجموعة مشتركة  ت تنشئ اللجنة الدائمة في أقرب وقت ممكن بعد إقفال باب الترشيحا  •

اللجنة الدولية للصليب الأحمر والاتحاد الدولي لجمعيات الصليب الأحمر والهلال الأحمر. وتكمن مهمة هذه المجموعة في  

جائزة الصليب على  وميدالية هنري دونان    للحصول على  المطلوبة  معاييرالللتأكد من استيفاء    المرشحين،التحقق من أهلية  

وقد تطلب  .  الشخصية  لمرشحينانزاهة    حوللتحقق من المعلومات المتاحة  لو  ،الأحمر للسلام والإنسانيةالأحمر والهلال  

تقدم المجموعة توصياتها وملاحظاتها إلى   أخيرًا،و.  المرشحةسلطة  ال  منإذا لزم الأمر، معلومات إضافية  اللجنة الدائمة،  

 ونزاهتهم. جدارتهماللجنة الدائمة فيما يتعلق بأهلية المرشحين و

 المعلومات الاضافية المقدمة لها قبل اتخاذ القرار.في تنظر اللجنة الدائمة في ملفات الترشيح و •

 .سلوك المجموعة ومداولات اللجنة الدائمة في ةمطلوبأعلى درجة من التقدير والثقة والسرية وان 

 

 القرار  ٤.٥

 تتمتع اللجنة الدائمة بصلاحية منح:

 هنري دونان كحد أقصى كل عامين، ما لم تكن هناك ظروف استثنائية تبرر منح المزيد منها؛• خمس ميدالية 

 ، كلّ أربع سنوات. الصليب الأحمر والهلال الأحمر للسلام والإنسانية ما لا يزيد عن جائزتين من جائزة• 

 

، وذلك لإتاحة ائزتينتقديم الج   خلاله  ما بين ثلاثة وستة أشهر قبل انعقاد مجلس المندوبين الذي سيتم  القراروينبغي اتخاذ  

 الوقت الكافي للتحضير للحفل. 

 

اتخاذ القرار  وتسعى اللجنة الدائمة للحصول على توافق في الآراء بشأن ميدالية هنري دونان. وإذا لم يكن هناك إجماع، يتمّ 

 بأغلبية بسيطة )الاقتراع السري( للأعضاء الحاضرين.

 

 بالإجماع. جائزة الصليب الأحمر والهلال الأحمر للسلام والإنسانيةتختار اللجنة الدائمة الأفراد الذين سيمنحون و

 

 على الجائزتين.  ئزيناختيار اللجنة الدائمة للحا بإبلاغ فقط القادة المعنيين الذين قدموا الترشيحات  ويتمّ 

 

 حفل توزيع الجوائز . ٥

خلال جلسة عامة   جائزة الصليب الأحمر والهلال الأحمر للسلام والإنسانيةيقام الحفل الخاص بمنح ميدالية هنري دونان و

 مجلس المندوبين.لفي سجل ملخص  هذا الحفل ادراجتمّ يلمجلس المندوبين. و

 

 :المسؤوليات التاليةببعد أن تأخذ اللجنة الدائمة قرارها، تضطلع السلطة المرشحة و

والتواصل معهم طوال الاستعدادات لحفل  ،لهم ارهم أو، عند الاقتضاء، أسرتهم أو ممثليني الذين قد تمّ اخت فراد• إبلاغ الأ

 توزيع الجوائز؛ 

 • الاسترشاد باللجنة الدائمة للترتيبات الخاصة بحفل توزيع الجوائز. 
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وذلك لحضور   ملأشخاص المرافقين لهل/ أو    لهم  نممثليلسرهم ولأ• اتخاذ الترتيبات العملية للأفراد المختارين وعند الاقتضاء  

للحصول  طلب حفل توزيع الجوائز. ويمكن عند الضرورة تقديم إلى منظمي مجلس المندوبين من خلال أمانة اللجنة الدائمة

 .على مساعدة مالية

الحفل. وفي   خلال  جائزة الصليب الأحمر والهلال الأحمر للسلام والإنسانيةويقدم رئيس اللجنة الدائمة ميدالية هنري دونان و

أو الى    لجمعية الوطنية ذات الصلةا  الجائزة إلى رئيسم  سلّ أو أحد أفراد أسرته، فتُ   جائزةر حضور الحائز على الحال تعذّ 

 . الشخص الحائز عليها قدمها لاحقًا إلى يل ممثل له

إلى رئيس الجمعية    الجائزة  فتقدّمإلى جمعية وطنية،    جائزة الصليب الأحمر والهلال الأحمر للسلام والإنسانيةمنح تقرر  إذا  و

 .خولأو، في حالة غيابه، إلى ممثله الم

 

على أيضا    جائزة الصليب الأحمر والهلال الأحمر للسلام والإنسانية  علىوميدالية هنري دونان    على  الحائزونيحصل  و

 .أو الميدالية الجائزةمنح أسباب   ذكرت شهادة

بشريط  وإن   مربوط  أحمر  صليب  عن  عبارة  دونان  هنري  بارزة    أخضرميدالية  جانبية  صورة   يحمل 

 للصليب الأحمر.  أخرى أوسمة وللميدالية الأسبقية لدى تقلدها إلى جانب شارات أو  .لوجه هنري دونان

، السلام  من أجلالحركة    عمللى  إيرمز  عمل فني    عبارة عنفجائزة الصليب الأحمر والهلال الأحمر للسلام والإنسانية  أما  

 ".Per Humanitatem ad Pacem" الإنسانية طريق السلام "شعار   مع نقش
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 ( ١٩٧٥: برنامج عمل الصليب الأحمر ]والهلال الأحمر[ كعامل سلم ) ١الملحق  

 (١٩٧٥ بلغراد،اعتمده المؤتمر العالمي للصليب الأحمر حول السلام )

 الإجراءات التي يتعين اتخاذها في مؤتمر الصليب الأحمر العالمي حول السلام

 (2، القرار ١٩٧٥)مجلس المندوبين، جنيف، 

 

ANNEX 1: Program of Action of the Red Cross [and Red 
Crescent] as a Factor of Peace (1975) 
 
adopted by the World Red Cross Conference on Peace (Belgrade, 1975) 
 

Action to be taken on the World Red Cross Conference on Peace 
(Council of Delegates, Geneva, 1975, Resolution 2) 

The Council of Delegates, 

considering that the World Red Cross Conference on Peace, organized in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, in June 1975, on 
the basis of Resolution No. 37 of the XXXIInd session of the Board of Governors, represents an important 
demonstration of the unity of the world Red Cross family in favour of peace, the development of  cooperation, 
friendship and understanding among peoples, 

recalling that this World Conference 

- assembled 220 delegates from 81 National Red Cross Societies throughout the world including seven 
still in process of formation, as well as delegates from the League of Red Cross Societies, the 
International Committee of the Red Cross and the Henry Dunant Institute; 

- examined the role of the Red Cross for the promotion of peace from all the aspects concerning the Red 
Cross; 

- adopted the Programme of Action of the Red Cross as a Factor of Peace,7 as guidelines and with all the 
views expressed and recorded in the League’s report on the Conference; 

having noted the League’s report on the World Red Cross Conference on Peace,  

1. expresses its recognition of Red Cross work accomplished with regard to peace for many years, and of its 
contribution to the general efforts undertaken in the world for the strengthening of the foundations of 
peace, 

2. considers that National Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun Societies, the League of Red Cross 
Societies and the ICRC should take their inspiration as guidelines for their work from the Programme of 
Action as adopted at the Conference, that they should keep it in mind in all their activities and that they 
should strive for its creative implementation, 

3. recommends 

a) that National Societies should submit the Programme of Action to be examined by their leading bodies 
with a view to the adoption of concrete measures for its implementation; 

b) that the ICRC and the League, each in its own respective sphere, should cooperate to put into action 
the tasks which the Programme of Action invites them to undertake; 

 
7 See below Annex to Decision 1 of the Council of Delegates (Bucharest, 1977) 



 

 10 

4. requests that the item “Implementation of the Programme of Action of the Red Cross as a Factor of Peace” 
be included in the agenda of the next ordinary session of the Council of Delegates and that, prior to that 
session a Working Group be set up by the League in consultation with the ICRC to consider the comments 
expressed and the annexes proposed and required to report, for the consideration of the session, any 
proposals they may evolve to resolve or otherwise provide for meeting such comments and annexes, this 
being without prejudice to the recommendations in paragraph 3.  
 

Red Cross and peace 
(Council of Delegates, Bucharest, 1977, Decision 1) 

The Council of Delegates, 

having taken note of the report by the Working Group constituted pursuant to point 4 of Resolution No. 2 (975), 

noting with satisfaction that the Group reached a consensus on ways to meet the comments contained in the 
League report on the World Red Cross Conference on Peace and in Annex 6 of that report, 

approves the proposals of the Working Group intended to define the meaning of the recommendations in the 
Programme of Action of the Red Cross as a Factor of Peace which were the subject of such comments, 

considers the interpretations so approved to be an integral part of the Programme of Action, 

asks the League, therefore, to include the interpretations of the Working Group in its report on the World Red 
Cross Conference on Peace, 

considers that the implementation by the Red Cross Institutions of the Programme of Action should fully respect 
the Fundamental Principles of the Red Cross and take the aforesaid interpretations into account, 

considers that the Working Group has thus fulfilled its mandate, and thanks it for its services.  

 
PROGRAMME OF ACTION OF THE RED CROSS AS A FACTOR OF PEACE 
adopted by the World Red Cross Conference on Peace (Belgrade, 1975) 

Preamble 

All members of the world Red Cross family should make constant efforts to safeguard and strengthen peace, 
and combat forces violating or threatening it, in the spirit of their tenet “Per humanitatem ad pacem”. 

To establish peace as an inalienable human right is the greatest aspiration of all peoples in the world. Without 
peace a full life and the development of each nation and individual are an impossibility. 

Humanitarian ideals and the need to mitigate, if not eliminate, human suffering and distress have found 
fulfillment in the Red Cross movement, whose history dates back to over a century. 

Red Cross action for peace is therefore an essential part of mankind’s quest for peace. The Red Cross is duty 
bound to support efforts to consolidate detente and strengthen world peace. 

Peace is still being violated in different parts of the world, in different ways involving varying means and degrees. 

Preventing conflicts, relieving the consequences of war, and helping victims of conflicts, has always been the 
fundamental aim and task of the Red Cross and hence an important contribution to peace. 

The Red Cross does not view peace simply as the absence of war, but rather as a dynamic process of  cooperation 
among all States and peoples; cooperation founded on freedom, independence, national sovereignty, equality, 
respect of human rights, as well as a fair and equitable distribution of resources to meet the needs of peoples. 

The Red Cross considers respect of humanitarian rules, in all circumstances, essential to peace. 

Peace is indivisible – it should be understood that peoples and races constitute one and the same family. They 
are one body and if one limb is indisputably contaminated, the whole body will be contaminated too. 

Peace is indivisible and the Red Cross has to act, not to divide but to unify, not to disintegrate, but to consolidate. 

All the Fundamental Principles of the Red Cross: humanity, impartiality, neutrality, independence, voluntary  
service, unity and universality, underlying all Red Cross activities, contribute to peace by developing 
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understanding, strengthening friendship, collaboration and mutual aid between the Red Cross organizations, as 
members of the world Red Cross family, and among peoples in general. 

Red Cross action for promoting peace must be founded on the ethical principles of the Red Cross, which are a 
factor of rapprochement among men and peoples. 

In pooling their efforts towards this end, all members of the world Red Cross family act to promote peace while, 
at the same time, respecting each National Society’s independence and freedom. 

Continuous action to promote reform of bodies of the world Red Cross family, so as to adapt their structure to 
the needs and demands of contemporary society, leads to greater democratization and creates conditions for 
accomplishing more and more complex tasks facing the world, especially where peace is concerned. 

Recalling the suffering of peoples in World War II and other wars, all Red Cross members are morally bound to 
struggle, in conformity with the principles and objectives of the organization, to prevent a recurrence of such 
suffering anywhere and to build a lasting peace, paving the way to the progress of mankind. 

1975 is international Women’s Year.Women have always been, ever since the Red Cross movement was 
founded, a living force in that movement and are among its most active members and most vigorous champions 
of Red Cross ideals. 

Numerous recommendations, resolutions and appeals for peace adopted by various organs of the International 
Red Cross in past years reflect the constant desire and concern of the world Red Cross family to work for peace. 
They are accordingly a valuable starting point and encourage more intensive Red Cross action for peace. 

In the light of the world Red Cross movement’s rich experience, the World Red Cross Conference on Peace, fully 
alive to the principles of the movement, presents a Red Cross Programme of Action for Peace based on the 
reports, statements submitted at the Conference, and on the discussions during the Conference itself. 

 
I. Solidarity 

A. Relief 

1. Principles 

1.1 Practising solidarity helps to safeguard and promote peace. 

1.2 International solidarity today is marked by awareness that the distress of an individual or a community 
entails the responsibility of all others. The duty to help has replaced mere charitable action. 

1.3 Through international assistance organized by the Red Cross to assist victims of natural disasters, and 
through international relief actions, the Red Cross is a factor of peace. 

1.4 Consequently, the duty of Red Cross members is to associate themselves in the greatest possible measure 
with international Red Cross relief actions. 

2. Tasks 

National Societies are asked to: 

2.1 Work out a national disaster relief preparedness plan, if there is not one already, in full cooperation with 
Governments concerned and with their help, and in accordance with Resolution 2816/XXVI of the UN General 
Assembly. 

2.2 Develop plans for regional cooperation in case of disaster and set up structures, methods and forms of 
cooperation adapted to local conditions, such as setting up relief supplies warehouses, training officers, relief 
actions, etc. 

2.3 Organize informal gatherings amongst Societies to strengthen cooperation for mutual advantage. 

2.4 Strengthen exchanges of information, especially to prevent disasters. 

2.5 Undertake joint programmes for training qualified personnel in cooperation with League bodies. 

2.6 Maintain close cooperation with national and international disaster relief organizations. 

2.7 Take an active part in the League’s international relief operations by giving material assistance, providing 
necessary personnel, and helping in every other way possible. 
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3. The League of Red Cross Societies is asked to: 

3.1 Continue helping National Societies which need to strengthen their activities in this direction. 

3.2 Promote regional conferences and encourage meetings. 

3.3 Redefine and specify the role of experts attached to National Societies. 

4. Red Cross institutions are asked to: 

4.1 Examine the feasibility of setting up an international “Solidarity Fund” financed from National Societies’ and 
other voluntary contributions. The fund would collect money for extremely urgent action and finance pilot 
projects (such as scientific studies) in disaster areas. (See below: Interpretative Texts – Section 1). 

4.2 Have studies carried out on the basis of relief experience, find new and better ways of helping victims of 
natural disasters. 

B. Development 

5. Principles 

5.1 Equality of all men and peoples, and human dignity, are man’s essential attributes and must be respected. 
The Red Cross should help to eliminate the great disparities and inequalities in the distribution of material 
wealth, which threaten world peace. 

5.2 Security for all is not complete unless it includes economic security guaranteeing to all countries the right to 
develop free from economic aggression. 

6. Tasks 

6.1 Participation by National Societies and their Federation in developing structures and programmes of 
Societies in developing countries, on a bilateral and multilateral basis, under the Development Programme. 

6.2 Amplifying the League Development Programme on a decentralized regional basis. 

6.3 Progressive integration of the Development Programme extraordinary budget into the League ordinary 
budget (See below: Interpretative Texts – Section 2). 

6.4 Training personnel in modern techniques by means of courses, seminars and regional and national institutes. 

C. Health 

7. Principles 

7.1 The Red Cross must be active in every way calculated to protect life and health and develop community 
services, with full participation by young people at all levels. 

7.2 Man and his environment are seriously threatened by uncontrolled use of scientific and technical 
development and ill-considered activities, which cause air and water pollution and accumulation of waste 
dangerous to health. 

The Red Cross has work of major importance to do in improving the environment. 

8. Tasks 

National Societies should: 

8.1 Educate their public and make it aware of its health responsibilities. 

8.2 Establish close cooperation with public health services and national public health institutions to improve 
living conditions and protection against disease. 

8.3 Promote a network of human relations among peoples, especially by organizing “inter-country” assistance 
to sick foreigners, holidays abroad for the handicapped, international camps for handicapped youth, etc. 

8.4 Set up effective regional cooperation on first aid and health programmes. These will benefit the community 
and bring peoples closer together in health matters, which are very important. 

8.5 Include in National Societies’ programmes, especially in health education, more work to protect man and his 
environment, and so, safeguard health.  
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8.6 Get neighbouring countries and regions to cooperate in protecting the environment. 

D. Youth 

9. Tasks 

National Societies should: 

9.1 Involve young people in their decision-making bodies to the fullest extent possible, give them important 
responsibilities, and consider revising the Statutes of the National Society to include youth in Central, Regional 
and Local Committees. 

9.2 Draw up programmes to educate young people for peace, and get them to take part in solidarity actions 
such as relief teams, relief activities, antihunger campaigns, etc., and in carrying out programmes for the 
diffusion of the Geneva Conventions and the principles of humanitarian law, in cooperation with other National 
Societies. 

9.3 Hold numerous international meetings and exchanges of experience, such as international camps, seminars 
and the like, possibly under League auspices, for young people alone and for young people together with adults. 

9.4 With League and ICRC cooperation, organize central courses on the Red Cross for secondary school teachers, 
either on a national or regional basis. Regional courses would enable those attending central courses to pass on 
their knowledge to others, who would teach it to classes. 

9.5 Cooperate with the Ministry of National Education to have lessons on the Red Cross included in civic, moral 
and ethical education. 

10. The League of Red Cross Societies is asked to: 

10.1 Foster the award of travel grants and scholarships, especially to young people from developing countries. 

10.2 Create and administer a “Friendship Fund” (See below: Interpretative Texts – Section 3). 

10.3 Organize seminars and set up an effective guidance programme to clarify the role of youth in Red Cross 
activities. 

The League and the ICRC are asked to publish a manual for secondary school teachers in consultation with 
experts from National Societies from different geographical and linguistic regions. It would include a 
presentation of basic Red Cross Principles; a brief historical introduction to the Red Cross and a 

statement on its organization and basic activities and a chapter on “The Red Cross as a factor of peace”. 

II. Protection 

I.HUMANITARIAN LAW 

11. Principles 

11.1 The Red Cross demands humane treatment for all men in all circumstances. 

11.2 The Red Cross is duty bound to forward the widest possible application of existing humanitarian rules. 
Developing international humanitarian law is a contribution to peace and the Red Cross should be the main 
driving force behind its development, which should be carried on in the form adopted by the present Diplomatic 
Conference, i.e., in close cooperation with National Societies and Governments (See below: Interpretative Texts 
– Section 4). 

11.3 Members of the International Red Cross must therefore help to formulate humanitarian rules, to ensure 
that Red Cross role and activities are reinforced in international law. 

11.4 They must keep the public constantly informed of the great moral responsibility of the Red Cross for 
developing and implementing international humanitarian law. 

11.5 The Red Cross must also promote the widest possible application of humanitarian principles in case of 
armed conflict, even when this exceeds the strict application of international humanitarian law. 

A. Knowledge and dissemination of humanitarian law 

12. Principles 
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12.1 Teaching and disseminating the Geneva Conventions and the principles of international humanitarian law 
in general, which are the expression of the Fundamental Principles of the Red Cross, are a factor of peace and 
therefore a duty. 

12.2 The great efforts already made by the ICRC and National Societies to induce all Governments to take 
effective action for this purpose, particularly with regard to their armed forces, police, senior civil servants and 
universities, but also to the public, should be completed and developed, in particular: 

- by institutionalizing cooperation between Red Cross Societies and their Governments to improve the 
dissemination of humanitarian law; 

- by incorporating Red Cross Principles and ideals into educational programmes and producing appropriate 
material for teaching and disseminating them. 

13. Tasks 

13.1 National Societies should: 

Propose that a Standing Committee be formed in their country, composed of Government representatives and 
representatives of the National Red Cross Society, to evolve and implement adequate means for systematic 
dissemination of the Geneva Conventions in the armed forces and universities and 

among young people, and also among the civilian population. 

14. The International Committee of the Red Cross, in cooperation with the League of Red Cross Societies, is 
asked to: 

14.1 Promote new methods for spreading and disseminating the Geneva Conventions. 

14.2 Take part in organizing programmes for practical cooperation, jointly with National Societies. 

14.3 Elaborate youth programmes adapted to different communities. 

B. Development of humanitarian law 

15. Principles 
(See below: Interpretative Texts – Section 5) 

15.1 The development of human society and technical progress have led to use of the most modern military 
techniques and to drastic changes in ways of war and combatant status. This is particularly marked in wars of 
liberation and resistance movements. To protect victims of modern war, international humanitarian law should 
be extended and adapted to these new conditions. 

15.2 Under the United Nations Declaration of 24 October 1970, on the principles of international law affecting 
friendly relations and cooperation between States, wars of aggression are crimes against peace. Consequently, 
international humanitarian law should give increased protection to every victim of such wars, “including the 
population and fighters who resist aggression and occupation”. (See below: Interpretative Texts – Section 6) 

Under Resolution 3314/XXIX of the United Nations General Assembly, it is the duty of States not to use armed 
force to deprive peoples of their right to self-determination. International humanitarian law should accordingly 
protect freedom fighters and peoples exercising their right to self-determination. 

15.3 Efforts to prohibit weapons, including those with indiscriminate effects, also contribute to the promotion 
of peace, therefore any efforts to limit the arms race and promote disarmament should be strongly supported 
by the Red Cross movement; this could ultimately increase economic and social cooperation among nations. 
(See below: Interpretative Texts – Section 7) 

15.4 The Red Cross should, more than ever, take part in formulating new legal standards at the Diplomatic 
Conference now being held. This principle should apply especially where appropriate rules for protection, such 
as those mentioned above and those for protecting victims of non-international armed conflicts, were felt to be 
lacking. Interest in development in international humanitarian law is thus a permanent task for the Red Cross 
and should be continued even after the present Diplomatic Conference ends. (See below: Interpretative Texts – 
Section 8). 

16. Tasks 

National Societies should continue: 
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16.1 To urge their Governments so that these give National Red Cross Societies and international Red Cross 
institutions the protection and facilities they need to carry out their humanitarian activities. 

16.2 Red Cross institutions, in particular the ICRC, should encourage meetings and seminars of the Red Cross 
and non-Red Cross experts on international humanitarian law. 

II. RED CROSS ACTIVITIES FOR RELIEVING THE SUFFERING OF WAR VICTIMS 

17. Principles 

17.1 Relieving the suffering of war victims is one of the fundamental tasks of the Red Cross for the promotion of 
peace. The International Red Cross should not only intervene when a conflict has broken out but also organize 
preparatory action in case of danger of armed conflict. 

17.2 In this connection, Resolution No. XXI of the XXIst International Conference of the Red Cross held in Istanbul, 
recommended unanimously that in case of armed conflict or of a threat to peace, the ICRC should, in case of 
need invite representatives of National Societies of countries concerned to meet it, either all together or 
separately to discuss humanitarian problems involved and with the agreement of Governments concerned to 
consider what contribution the Red Cross could make to prevent the conflict or achieve a ceasefire or the 
cessation of hostilities. 

18. Tasks 

National Societies should: 

18.1 Help their Government to apply the Geneva Conventions and urge it even in time of peace to undertake all 
necessary measures to ensure implementation of international humanitarian law in case of armed conflict (penal 
sanctions for violations, legislation on use of the Red Cross emblem, dissemination, etc.). 

18.2 Offer their services, especially qualified personnel, for discharging the duties of the Protecting Power. 

18.3 Do all that is possible to implement Resolution No. XXI of the XXIst International Conference of the Red 
Cross, especially by drawing the attention of their respective Governments at an appropriate moment, to the 

opportunities it offers for humanitarian action and even for the cessation of hostilities. 

18.4 Cooperate as closely as possible with the ICRC to implement plans of action prepared to help the victims. 

18.5 Help in every possible way all victims of conflicts without discrimination of any kind, in accordance with The 
Fundamental Principles of the Red Cross. 

18.6 Take part in ICRC activities extending beyond existing law (political detainees, stateless persons, national 
minorities, unprotected civilians, etc).  

18.7 Follow the conflict, protest in case of violation of international humanitarian law by either party and inform 
the competent authorities thereof, so that steps be taken to prevent further violations. 

18.8 Endeavour to act if internal conflict occurs in their country, assuming the National Society is left free to act 
in complete impartiality and enjoys the trust of the authorities and population. 

19. The League of Red Cross Societies and the International Committee of the Red Cross are asked to: 

19.1 Act in closest cooperation with National Societies in all matters related to relieving the suffering of victims 
of conflicts. 

19.2 Prepare a practical manual of National Societies’ duties towards war victims. 

20. The International Committee of the Red Cross is asked: 

20.1 To see that the Geneva Conventions are fully applied. 

20.2 To maintain “humanitarian contact” with warring countries, particularly when political and diplomatic 
relations between them have been broken off. Maintenance of humanitarian contact enables other relations to 
be built up. 

III.DIRECT RED CROSS CONTRIBUTION TO PEACE 
(See below: Interpretative Texts – Section 10) 

21. Principles 
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21.1 The Red Cross should use its moral influence to help to eliminate imminent threats to peace. It should try 
to prevent the outbreak of hostilities and help to bring about a ceasefire or cessation of hostilities. 

22. Tasks 

The International Committee of the Red Cross with or without League cooperation, is asked: 

22.1 To ask representatives of National Societies to meet to discuss ways of solving humanitarian problems and, 
in accord with Governments concerned, to consider what the Red Cross could do to prevent the outbreak of 
conflict or bring about a ceasefire or cessation of hostilities. 

22.2 In accordance with Resolution No. X of the XXth International Conference of the Red Cross (Vienna, October 
1965), and if it believes such a course possible, to make a direct appeal to the Governments concerned and even 
to the Secretary General of the United Nations when an armed conflict appears imminent. 

Protection of the civilian population should be one of the principal aims and preoccupations of action by the 
International Committee of the Red Cross. 

23. National Societies are asked to: 

23.1 Appeal to the International Committee of the Red Cross and the League of Red Cross Societies whenever a 
conflict threatens to break out, so enabling them to approach the Parties in the name of the members of the 
Red Cross and take action to safeguard peace. 

24. Red Cross institutions are asked to: 

24.1 Cooperate more closely with the United Nations in all cases of aggression, bearing in mind the specific 
humanitarian tasks of the Red Cross. 

24.2 Such cooperation should be effective in preparing documents condemning aggression, racial discrimination, 
apartheid and political detention (See below: Interpretative Texts – Section 11) 

IV.ORGANIZING AND COORDINATING RED CROSS WORK FOR PEACE 

25. Principles 

25.1 The promotion of peace has always been one of the essential tasks of the League of Red Cross Societies, 
and National Societies have also an important part to play. The main task of the Red Cross in this direction is to 
create an atmosphere conducive to better understanding among peoples. 

25.2 Coordination of Red Cross activities for peace is essential to success. Research on peace is one of the main 
aspects of its promotion. 

25.3 The Red Cross should accordingly maintain very close contact with scientific institutions undertaking such 
research and should give its material support. 

25.4 The promotion of human equality and opposition to all forms of discrimination are important Red Cross 
contributions to peace. 

The Red Cross must work to implement the programmes and plans already approved by the International Red 
Cross, e.g. the Red Cross Plan of Action in the struggle against racism and racial discrimination-Racism and racial 
discrimination are violations of essential human rights and human dignity, and are contrary to the Red Cross 
Principles. 

26. National Societies are asked to: 

26.1 Include in their statutory texts in accordance with the spirit of the Fundamental Principles of the Red Cross 
in so far as this has not been done already and as one of its main objectives, contributing to establishing and 
safeguarding a lasting peace, by developing and reinforcing international cooperation, humanitarianism, 
solidarity, respect and understanding between men and peoples. 

26.2 Establish “National Peace Committees” which could advise National Societies on matters connected with 
peace. 

27. Tasks 

The League is asked to: 
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27.1 Continue to carry out its development programme, which is the best means by which the International Red 
Cross can add to its power to promote peace. 

27.2 Form a “League Committee on Peace” as a permanent body, to advise the Board of Governors on what 
should be done to promote peace. 

The Committee should be mainly concerned with promoting and stimulating research in cooperation with 
specialized institutes, collecting information, giving suggestions, following the progress of work begun, etc. 

28. Red Cross institutions are asked to: 

28.1 Enlist expert help to organize meetings and symposiums on Red Cross work for peace, these coinciding with 
Red Cross international or regional meetings. 

28.2 Promote programmes to inform public opinion and eliminate causes of conflicts such as racial 
discrimination and colonialism. 

28.3 Publish documents to guide the millions of Red Cross members on how to perform their task of promoting 
peace. 

28.4 Promote research on peace and instruct the Henry Dunant Institute, the International Red Cross research 
centre, to carry out teaching, study and research on the subject, publish works thereon, and make all necessary 
contacts with scientific institutes doing research on peace. 

28.5 Consider the idea of instituting a “Red Cross Prize” to encourage and honour the National Society making 
the greatest contribution to international solidarity and thereby promoting the Red Cross image. 

28.6 Find a new Red Cross way of describing ideals and activities so that young people understand better Red 
Cross Principles and programmes. 

28.7 Encourage representatives of various parts of the community, such as schools, universities, the armed 
forces and the churches, to say what they believe to be most important and shoulder their responsibilities in 
their own way, producing adequate material on the Red Cross. (See below: Interpretative Texts – Section 13) 

 
INTERPRETATIVE TEXTS 

adopted by the Council of Delegates (Bucharest, 1977) 
Section 1 – Solidarity 

A. Relief 

Comment expressed during the Belgrade Conference 
(Programme of Action – para. 4.1) 

“Delete paragraph 4.1 in which Red Cross Institutions are called upon to examine the advisability of the creation 
of an international ‘Solidarity Fund’ financed through voluntary contributions of National Societies and other 
sources. This fund should accumulate sufficient resources to intervene in cases of extreme emergency and finance 
pilot projects in the areas of disasters: scientific studies, etc.”. 

Interpretative text adopted by the Council of Delegates 

After taking note of the League Secretariat’s point of view on the expediency of setting up a solidarity fund, the 
Council of Delegates accepts, in order to take into account the concern expressed by the authors of the proposed 
amendment referred to above, that the League be invited to continue this study and so seek a solution which 
would meet with general approval. 

Section 2 – Solidarity 

B. Development 

Comment expressed during the Belgrade Conference 
(Programme of Action – para. 6.3) 

“Delete paragraph 6.3 which stipulated the ‘Progressive integration of the extraordinary budget of the 
Development Programme’ into the ordinary budget of the League”. 

Interpretative text adopted by the Council of Delegates 
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The Council of Delegates did not feel it useful to propose an interpretative text for point 6.3 of the Programme 
of Action or for the corresponding comment above since the League has already implemented that 
recommendation and intends to specify progressively the measures involved in putting point 6.3 into effect. 

The Council of Delegates therefore accepts that the League be requested to continue the policy which it has 
already put into practice with regard to the integration of the extraordinary budget into the League ordinary 
budget. 

Section 3 – Solidarity 

D. Youth 

Comment expressed during the Belgrade Conference 
(Programme of Action – para. 10.2) 

“Delete paragraph 10.2 in which the League is asked to create a ‘Friendship Fund’”. 

Interpretative text adopted by the Council of Delegates 

Having noted that various methods have been worked out by the League to attain the goal set in this 
recommendation of the Programme of Action, the Council of Delegates accepts that the League be encouraged 
to continue its information and coordination efforts, in order to develop communication and mutual 
understanding between young people of various countries. 

Section 4 – Protection 

Principles – Humanitarian law 

Contribution of the Red Cross to the development of international humanitarian law. 

Comment expressed during the Belgrade Conference 
(Programme of Action – para. 11.2) 

“To read at the end: ‘in close collaboration with Governments on the one hand and with National Societies and 
their Federation, the League, and the ICRC on the other’”. 

Interpretative text adopted by the Council of Delegates 

This new wording is in no way in contradiction with the idea expressed in paragraph 11.2 of the Programme of 
Action. It is even more explicit. Accordingly, the Council of Delegates accepts that in compliance with the wish of 
the authors of this comment, the text of the Programme of Action be understood as including, besides the 
National Societies, the ICRC and the League among the Red Cross institutions which are invited to cooperate with 
the Governments in the development of international humanitarian law. 

Section 5 – Development of humanitarian law 
Comment expressed during the Belgrade Conference 

(Conference Report – para. 74, sub-para. 2) 
(Programme of Action – para. 15) 

“(Some speakers)... hoped this section would be reconsidered in the interest of avoiding any misunderstanding, 
and that experts would be asked to help in drafting its final text”. 

Interpretative text adopted by the Council of Delegates 

The Council of Delegates accepts not retaining the suggestion to submit the chapter in question to qualified 
experts, in view of the fact that the passages in the Programme of Action having motivated this suggestion are 
dealt with specifically in sections 6, 7 and 8 of Part III. 

Section 6 – Legal protection for victims of wars of aggression 

Comments expressed during the Belgrade Conference 

a) (Conference Report – para. 74, sub-para. 1) 

“(Some speakers)... In their opinion the Red Cross could not subscribe to the United Nations Declaration of 24 
October 1970...”. 

b) (Programme of Action – para. 15.2) 
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“After ‘every victim of such wars’, delete ‘including the population and the fighters who resist aggression and 
occupation’...”. 

Interpretative text adopted by the Council of Delegates 

As long as it is clear that: 

- the passage under point 15.2 of the Programme of Action “... wars of aggression are crimes against peace...” 
is a quotation from the United Nations Declaration of 24 October 1970; 

- the passage under point 15.2, sub-para. 1: “... international law should give increased protection...” is 
understood as follows: “... international humanitarian law should give strengthened protection...” 

The Council of Delegates, 

a) considers possible to maintain in the Programme of Action the reference to the above mentioned declaration, 

b) accepts that the passage under No. 15.2, para. 1 of the Programme of Action (“... including the population 
and fighters who resist aggression and occupation...”) should be understood as being intended to improve the 
legal protection for certain victims who are inadequately protected by existing international humanitarian law. 
Clearly the wording in neither case implies any discrimination in the assistance which should be given to all 
conflict victims to whatever party they may belong. This is very appropriately pointed out in point 18.5 of the 
Programme of Action (“... help in every possible way all victims of conflicts without discrimination of any kind, 
in accordance with the Fundamental Principles of the Red Cross”). 

Section 7 – Arms race limitation and disarmament 

Comment expressed during the Belgrade Conference 
(Conference Report – para. 75) 

(Programme of Action – para. 15.3) 

“There was controversy on whether the Red Cross should join in attempts to limit the armament race and obtain 
disarmament. Some speakers in favour of its doing so, whilst others thought it would thereby exceed its terms of 
reference”. 

Interpretative text adopted by the Council of Delegates 

The Council of Delegates did not deem it advisable to propose that a follow-up be given to the comment made 
on this subject at the Belgrade Conference, since the International Conference of the Red Cross had twice (New 
Delhi 1957, 

Res. No. XVIII and Vienna 1965, Res. No. XXVIII), taken a stand in general terms on the contribution of our 
movement to the efforts aimed at limiting armaments – whilst specifying that the nature and the extent of this 
contribution must retain a general character. The Council of Delegates moreover, accepted that “prohibit 
weapons” mentioned in the first line of Point 15.3 of the Programme of Action was intended to mean “prohibit 
weapons of war”. 

Section 8 – Red Cross participation in the development of international humanitarian law 

Comment expressed during the Belgrade Conference 
(Programme of Action – para. 15.4) 

“Second sentence: For ‘this principle would apply’ substitute ‘the principles of humanitarian law should apply’”. 

Interpretative text adopted by the Council of Delegates 

To avoid any confusion with the Fundamental Red Cross Principles, the Council of Delegates accepts that the 
word “principle” in passage 15.4 of the Programme or Action be understood to mean “requirement’’: “This 
requirement should apply ...” 

Section 9 – Reunion and repatriation of families 

Comment expressed during the Belgrade Conference 
(Conference Report – para. 71) 

“(Delegates...) indicated their preference for practical work to which the report had given insufficient 
prominence, such as reuniting dispersed families, repatriating families to their countries of origin, etc.”. 
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Interpretative text adopted by the Council of Delegates 

Considering that recommendation 18.5 of the Programme of Action already urges National Societies to ‘’help in 
every possible way all victims of conflicts without discrimination of any kind, in accordance with the 
Fundamental Principles of the Red Cross”, the Council of Delegates accepts that this recommendation be 
understood to include help also to families seeking to be reunited or repatriated. 

Section 10 – Direct Red Cross contribution to peace 

Comment expressed during the Belgrade Conference 
(Programme of Action – paras 21 to 24) 

(Conference Report – paras 33 to 38) 

“33. Several delegates were of the opinion that the Red Cross contribution to peace could not be direct, unless 
the Red Cross took part in the strategy of preventing armed conflicts by eliminating their causes. To do so the 
Red Cross would have to participate in the establishment of a political, economic and social programme which is 
now the responsibility of the United Nations. This would infringe its Basic Principles. 

34. The delegates could not agree to the Red Cross, through its governing bodies or National Societies, protesting 
against all acts or threats of aggression. 

35. Other speakers, whilst understanding that the Red Cross could not remain indifferent to the gap between rich 
and poor nations and should attempt to narrow it, thought that every direct Red Cross action for peace should 
remain within certain limits if the Red Cross were to safeguard its unity and retain the confidence of all. 

36. By taking part in peace conferences organized by public authorities, and cooperating with the UN and its 
special institutions in preparing documents condemning the perpetration of violations of human rights, 
aggression and discrimination, the Red Cross was in danger of becoming involved in controversy which would 
inevitably lead it to discord and paralyse its activities. 

37. A number of delegates took the contrary view that Red Cross contribution to peace could not be complete if 
the Red Cross did not attack racial discrimination, colonialism, infringement of peoples’ right to self-
determination, aggression, and other causes of conflicts. 

38. For these delegates, it was the duty of the Red Cross to denounce all forms of aggression, set up a national 
committee for safeguarding peace and cooperate extensively with the UN for that purpose”. 

Interpretative text adopted by the Council of Delegates 

In view of the controversy within the Red Cross movement on the principle of a direct Red Cross contribution to 
safeguarding or maintaining peace, the Council of Delegates did not consider that it was its task to put forward 
a proposal calculated to overcome these differences. It seemed to it more appropriate to study the comments 
to which the specific tasks allotted under Point 24 of the Programme of Action to the Red Cross international 
institutions had given rise. These comments are the subject of Section 11 below. 

Section 11 – Cooperation with the United Nations 

Comment expressed during the Belgrade Conference 

a) (Programme of Action – para. 24) 

“Modify the text of Point 24 of the Programme of Action as follows: ‘Red Cross institutions are asked to: 

24.1 cooperate more closely with the United Nations for humanitarian purposes in case of armed conflicts’. 

24.2 Delete this paragraph”. 

b) (Conference Report – para. 36) 

“By taking part in peace conferences organized by public authorities and cooperating with the UN and its special 
institutions in preparing documents condemning the perpetration of violations of human rights, aggression and 
discrimination, the Red Cross was in danger of becoming involved in controversy which would inevitably lead it 
to discord and paralyse its activities”. 

Interpretative text adopted by the Council of Delegates 

The Council of Delegates, 
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- mindful of the fact that para. 24 is an invitation which each institution of the Red Cross is free to follow up 
or not, in accordance with the Principles of the Red Cross and taking into account its own role and its 
particular position, 

- considering that para. 24.1 can in no case be interpreted as implying any discrimination in the protection 
and assistance which must be given the victims of all conflicts, 

- noting that in para. 24.2 “aggression, racial discrimination, apartheid and political detention’’ are evils that 
must be understood in a general sense, without reference to a particular situation and that the essential 
aim of the Red Cross is to help, 

- considers that para. 24, thus interpreted, can be maintained. 

Section 12 – Return to a single protective emblem 

Comment expressed during the Belgrade Conference 
(Conference Report – paras 30, 31 and 72) 

“Include in the Programme of Action the proposal to adopt a new single emblem, viz. a Heart (Humble Heart)”. 

Interpretative text by the Council of Delegates 

The Council of Delegates,  

having noted that the question of the return to a single emblem was studied by the XXIIIrd International 
Conference of the Red Cross (Bucharest 1977) and was the subject of Council of Delegates Decision No. 3, 

considers that the suggestion to include in the Programme of Action the proposal to adopt a new single emblem, 
the humble heart, could be taken into consideration by the Working Group set up under Council of Delegates 
Decision No. 3. It does not feel that it can at this stage make any proposal on this subject. 

Section 13 – Organizing and coordinating Red Cross work for peace 

Comment expressed during the Belgrade Conference 
(Programme of Action – para. 28.7) 

“a) At the end of paragraph 28.7, read ‘concerning humanitarian commitment and law’ instead of ‘on the Red 
Cross’. 

b) Add after ‘churches’ – ‘and in some countries trade unions’ ”. 

Interpretative text adopted by the Council of Delegates 

The Council of Delegates, having considered the foregoing comments appropriate, accepts that 
recommendation 28.7 of the Programme of Action be understood as including, in some countries trade unions 
among institutions which should be encouraged to produce their own methods and adequate material on the 
Red Cross. 

It accepts moreover that it be understood that these methods and this material concern also humanitarian 
commitment and law. 

Contribution of the Red Cross and Red Crescent to safeguarding and consolidating true peace 

The Council of Delegates, 

recalling Resolutions LXIV of the Seventeenth International Conference of the Red Cross, XI of the Eighteenth, 
XVIII of the Nineteenth, XXVIII of the Twentieth, XX of the Twenty-first, XII of the Twenty-third and XIII of the 
Twenty-fourth Conference and Resolutions 23 and 4 adopted respectively by the sessions of the Council of 
Delegates in 1963 and 1979, 

deploring the recurrence of armed conflicts in various parts of the world, 

noting with deep concern the deplorable state of international relations and the existence of areas of tension 
entailing the risk of war, which involves the risk of the use even of nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass 
destruction, 

realizing that, while wars are becoming ever more horrendous, a possible large scale use of armaments, 
including nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction, would have effects exceeding by far those 
of the weapons commonly used so far and would pose grave risks to human civilization, 
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confirming that the Red Cross, nationally and internationally, through its many and varied activities, is an 
effective moral force capable of promoting true peace, 

supporting the Appeal by the Chairman of the Standing Commission of the International Red Cross, the President 
of the ICRC and the President of the League to the United Nations General Assembly at its second special session 
devoted to disarmament, 

recognizing that the continuation of the arms race at the present rate may contribute to the risk of war and is 
not conducive to true peace, which could only be attained through a process involving steps towards general 
and complete disarmament under strict and effective control and the promotion of friendly relations and 
cooperation among States, 

recognizing moreover that a curbing of the present arms race might render it possible for substantial parts of 
the resources now being used for military purposes to be reallocated to development programmes directed at 
alleviating human suffering and responding to basic human needs, 

1. Urgently appeals to governments of all States to continue to pursue negotiations in good faith on effective 
measures leading to the prevention of a further build-up of armaments, including nuclear weapons and 
other weapons of mass destruction, 

2. Expresses its conviction that all Red Cross and Red Crescent members should work for the prevention of 
war and for constructive efforts towards resolving disputes through peaceful means, 

3. Proposes that all National Societies, the ICRC and the League, should use their best endeavours to make the 
Red Cross members aware of the terrible effects of the use of weapons, in particular of nuclear weapons 
and other weapons of mass destruction, 

4. Recommends that the National Societies, the ICRC and the League broaden their contacts and their 
exchange of views on the most adequate means for the National Societies of the Red Cross and the Red 
Crescent, acting within their accepted area of responsibility, to contribute, in the respect of their 
fundamental principles, to an improvement of mutual understanding and true peace, 

5. Emphasizes that the National Societies, the ICRC and the League should, in all circumstances and in their 
accepted area of responsibility, use their moral authority to support the efforts made to prevent and end 
armed conflicts, causing disasters and suffering throughout the world. (Council of Delegates, Geneva, 1983, 
Resolution 2) 
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  إحلالحركة الصليب الأحمر والهلال الأحمر في  لإسهام الأساسية   رشادات: الا2الملحق  

 ( ١٩٨٤في العالم )  فعلي سلام 

ستوكهولم   -ند لا أاعتمدها المؤتمر العالمي الثاني للصليب الأحمر والهلال الأحمر حول السلام )مجلس المندوبين، جزر 

١٩٨٤ ) 

 حركة الصليب الأحمر والهلال الأحمر والسلام

 

ANNEX 2: Fundamental Guidelines for the Contribution of 
the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement to a True 
Peace in the World (1984) 

 
adopted by the Second World Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Conference on Peace (Council of Delegates, Aaland – Stockholm 
1984) 

The Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement and peace 

Since its inception and by its very existence our Movement has striven to contribute to peace in the world. 

For over 120 years, it has sincerely attempted to limit by its action and through the provisions of humanitarian 
law, the horrors of war, from which it was created. In fact, what it does, in time of peace as in time of war, helps 
– directly or indirectly – to defuse the causes of conflicts and thereby contributes to the 

dynamic process that leads to true peace. 

Indeed, for our Movement, “peace is not simply the absence of war, but rather a dynamic process of cooperation 
among all States and peoples; cooperation founded on freedom, independence, national sovereignty, equality, 
respect of human rights, and a fair and equitable distribution of resources to meet the needs of peoples”. 

All components of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement undertake to support, in compliance with its 
Fundamental Principles, efforts to preserve and strengthen true peace. 

Fundamental Guidelines 

The Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement has already adopted a Programme of Action for the Red Cross as a 
Factor of Peace which is to remain the basis of Red Cross and Red Crescent activities in favour of peace. To 
facilitate implementation of this programme and to contribute even more constructively to peace, it has 

formulated these Fundamental Guidelines which are intended to encourage and guide the activities of its 
members for a true and lasting peace in the world. 

As they are fundamental, they focus on essentials and set forth in simple language what the Movement does 
and wants to do for peace, inspired by the conviction and enthusiasm instilled by its ideals and principles. 

A dynamic process and Fundamental Principles 

The Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement’s strategy for peace is both dynamic and stable. 

By their humanitarian action, the National Societies, the ICRC and the League constantly further the cause of 
peace. Through consistent, patient and all-encompassing effort, each component of the Movement contributes 
to this dynamic process of cooperation, which is to build such future of humanity to which 

we all aspire. Whereas war is most often the consequence of a long process of increasing tension, the Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Movement contributes to reducing tensions and defusing the causes of conflicts. In this way 
it works constantly – within the limits of its competence – for true peace. 
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This long-term action is guaranteed by respect for the Fundamental Principles, which are an inspiration and a 
guide for all the Movement’s humanitarian activities and which give it its unity, its strength, its orientation and 
its staying power. 

Contribution of each Fundamental Principle to peace 

By respecting and implementing each of these Principles, the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement is making 
a specific contribution to a true peace in the world: 

HUMANITY  The Red Cross, born of a desire to bring assistance without discrimination to the wounded on 
the battlefield, endeavours – in its international and national capacity – to prevent and 
alleviate human suffering wherever it may be found. Its purpose is to protect life and health 
and to ensure respect for the human being. It promotes mutual understanding, friendship, 
cooperation and lasting peace amongst all peoples. 

Founded on the respect of the human being, this is the superior principle inseparably linked with the idea of 
peace, the principle that sums up our Movement’s ideal and on which all the other principles are based. To see 
and share the suffering of others, prevent and alleviate it in the face of violence is life-giving work. It is the first 
step on the road to preventing and eliminating war: Humanity is an essential factor of true peace which can 
never be attained through domination and military superiority. 

“Per humanitatem ad pacem” – Through humanity to peace. 

IMPARTIALITY  It makes no discrimination as to nationality, race, religious beliefs, class or political opinions. It 
endeavours to relieve the suffering of individuals, being guided solely by their needs, and to 
give priority to the most urgent cases of distress. 

This positive principle of helping others without discrimination reminds us that no distinction should be applied 
to people in distress. It is the opposite of the feelings of superiority, or acts of discrimination, which are at the 
origin of so many conflicts. 

NEUTRALITY  In order to continue to enjoy the confidence of all, the Red Cross may not take sides in hostilities 
or engage at any time in controversies of a political, racial, religious or ideological nature. 

For the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, neutrality is a means and not an end. Neutrality does not imply 
indifference to suffering nor acceptance of war. 

It is an indispensable condition for effective humanitarian action dependent on the confidence of all. 

INDEPENDENCE  The Red Cross is independent. The National Societies, while auxiliaries in the humanitarian 
services of their governments and subject to the laws of their respective countries, must always 
maintain their autonomy so that they may be able at all times to act in accordance with Red 
Cross principles. 

The independence of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies from public powers is essential for their 
humanitarian activities in the respect of the Fundamental Principles. It allows that spirit of peace which is 
characteristic of our Movement to reign in the hearts of the men and women comprising it. Without isolating 
the Red Cross and Red Crescent from others, it gives it the necessary autonomy for its humanitarian work, which 
makes it a unifying force amongst all peoples. 

VOLUNTARY SERVICE The Red Cross is a voluntary relief organization not prompted in any manner by desire for 
gain.  

To bring relief to one’s fellow man, voluntarily and unselfishly, bespeaks the generous spirit of service and the 
fellowship that opens the door to reconciliation. 

UNITY  There can be only one Red Cross Society in any one country. It must be open to all. It must 
carry on its humanitarian work throughout its territory. 

The Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement unites all people within each country’s borders and so is a factor of 
internal peace. 

UNIVERSALITY  The Red Cross is a worldwide institution in which all Societies have equal status and share 
equal responsibilities and duties in helping each other. 
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Our Movement’s universality stems from the attachment of each of its members to common values. One of its 
characteristics being the duty to help one another, it makes for the propagation in all countries of these values, 
seeds for rapprochement and peace among men. 

Fostering a spirit of peace 

World solidarity in humanitarian work 

Solidarity in the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement brings together men, irrespective of their nationality, 
race, religion, ideology and beliefs: it speaks for human dignity because it exists only to assist and protect those 
who suffer and are without help in adversity. Solidarity in action is the essence of the whole Movement’s 
contribution to peace. 

An ideal to confront violence, fear and distrust 

Against the vicious circle of violence, fear, and distrust, the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement opposes 
forces threatening or violating peace by setting up an ideal based on respect for one’s fellow man which dispels 
hatred, encourages confidence and fosters a spirit of peace and cooperation. 

Speaking with one voice to the peoples of the world 

On peace as on all other matters, our Movement speaks for itself. Being independent of governments and 
outside the political field, it speaks a univocal humanitarian language: millions of members in over 130 countries 
share this ideal and address a common message to all their fellow men. Our Movement looks for a true dialogue 
in the humanitarian field, with a view to a better mutual understanding and dissemination of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent ideals. It thus brings its specific contribution to global efforts for peace, whenever it takes place with 
due respect for its independence and its Fundamental Principles. 

Red Cross and Red Crescent Youth: a hope for peace 

Youth in today’s world is a dynamic, mobile social force. Young people aware of their duties towards all persons 
contribute to understanding between men. Faithful to the ideals and spirit of the Movement, Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Youth, by their readiness to work, serve and accept sacrifice, can set an example for others and be a 
catalyst for peace. 

Youth education for peace 

The components of the Movement should pay great attention to educating young volunteers in the spirit of 
peace and friendship among peoples. They should actively encourage the development of Red Cross 
programmes for strengthening mutual understanding and solidarity among youth, together with the exchange 
of information of different countries. In particular, Red Cross must fight all attempts to imbue children with 
contempt or hatred for other peoples. 

Red Cross and Red Crescent, peace and human rights 

The humanitarian activity of the Movement, undertaken in compliance with its Fundamental Principles, is not 
only a contribution to peace but also a contribution to the respect of basic human rights. 

Consolidating peace by reducing suffering 

Solidarity through development 

Preservation of world peace is inseparable from cooperation among peoples. Confronted with inequalities of 
resources and means, the Movement’s contribution to the development of National Societies, in the spirit of 
friendship and mutual understanding, is a positive recognition and is proof in action that we are all united in one 
cause. This helps decrease inequality and contributes to a more tolerant and thus more peaceful world. 

Compassion towards the victims of disaster 

Assisting the victims of catastrophes and disasters, whenever they occur and no matter what the cause, is a 
direct acknowledgement of worldwide responsibility. Understanding and fulfilling this “duty to help” is a 
powerful factor for peace among peoples. 

Prevention is better than cure 
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The “silent disasters” like hunger, population explosion, drought, lead people to despair and violence. To 
anticipate silent and other, more sudden, disasters, in order to prevent them or be better able to face them, is 
to work for peace. 

Health through social action 

Caring for and assisting the most needy everywhere, improving health, contributes to a more just and humane 
society and thereby to reducing the causes of tension. This is the daily work of millions of members of the Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Movement throughout the world. 

The Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement is peace even in war 

Awareness of perils of war 

Remembering the sufferings of the peoples during the Second World War and other wars, conscious of the 
terrible consequences of the use of arms especially nuclear arms and other weapons of mass destruction, all 
members of the Red Cross and Red Crescent consider it their moral duty to work, in conformity with the 

principles and ideals of the Movement, for the prevention of these sufferings in any part of the world and for a 
lasting peace as an indispensable condition of social progress. This task is more indispensable than ever in the 
present international situation where mankind is threatened with huge accumulation of increasingly 

sophisticated weapons that are a waste of material and other resources. 

Easing the tensions that cause the arms race 

Trust leads to disarmament and disarmament to peace. Our Movement supports the final goal of complete 
disarmament, with the necessary means of control. It can help to create the climate of confidence indispensable 
to attaining this goal, especially by contributing to reducing, in its specific field of action, the 

causes of tension. It appeals to governments to spare no effort for progress towards complete disarmament in 
conventional weapons and weapons of mass destruction, including nuclear arms. 

A spirit of peace in the thick of the fighting 

Born of the horrors of war, our Movement demonstrates a spirit of peace, even in the heat of battle. By 
respecting those who can no longer fight, whichever side they are on, by helping the wounded and protecting 
civilians and prisoners, it creates “zones” of peace in the thick of the fighting, thereby facilitating a process of 

cooperation and peace between the belligerents. 

Protecting the weak by law 

Developing international humanitarian law, teaching the soldier in time of peace to respect non-combatants in 
time of war, is to try and attenuate the horrors of battle through respect for the defenceless; it is to limit 
suffering and thereby facilitate the return to peace; it is to contribute to a spirit of peace. 

Giving refugees new reasons for and means of living 

Providing shelter for refugees, whether temporarily or permanently, helping them live, forwarding their 
messages, tracing missing persons and uniting families, is to give inner peace, dignity as human beings and hope 
to those who have left all. 

It is an essential contribution of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement to the bringing of true peace to a 
world where individuals are threatened by so much violence. 

Helping without taking sides 

Because it must help the victims of all parties in conflict, our Movement does not choose sides. It remains above 
all political controversy in its own humanitarian field and thus safeguards its possibilities to carry out 
humanitarian work for all, without exception. 

Laying the ground for prevention of wars and for peaceful solution of armed conflicts The National Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies and their federation the League, besides their own efforts, support the ICRC in the 
activities it can undertake to prevent conflicts or to facilitate their peaceful solution, its resolve strengthened by 
the universal confidence it has won. 
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THE RED CROSS AND RED CRESCENT MOVEMENT HOPES THAT, BY FOLLOWING THESE GUIDELINES, IT WILL GIVE 
INSPIRATION TO ALL THE PEOPLES AND GOVERNMENTS OF THE WORLD, AND WILL THUS CONTRIBUTE TO 
FINDING THE PATHS WHICH WILL LEAD HUMANITY TO LASTING PEACE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


